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I am going to ask you to refer back to my article on Opioids to refresh your memory about this class of 
drugs.  Despite all the media coverage, the problem is growing, so much in fact, the President signed a 
bill aimed at addressing opioid addiction.  It is being referred to by some as the “Opioid Bill.”  The article 
this month is in regards to Carfentil, which is related to the opioid problem. 
 
I want to give you a few significant statistics, and then we will cover Carfentanil more specifically, as it 
has been in the news in the last couple of days. 
 
The opioid epidemic has been called the worst drug crisis in American history.  The CDC reported more 
people died from drug overdoses in 2014 than any other year on record.  That number was listed at 
47,055 people.  More than six out of ten deaths involved an opioid. 
 
Twelve states had more opioid prescriptions than people living in the state, Kentucky being one of them. 
 
I hope you find these numbers as remarkable as I did.  The goal is education in order to prevent 
addiction and death.  I am going to deal with the topics of drugs in this article and the next, because of 
the magnitude of the problem.  Not only that, but athletes can be very susceptible as a group, especially 
young athletes.   
 
Now, let’s get to Carfentanil.  This is a synthetic derivative of fentanyl, which is an opioid.  Carfentanil 
was first marketed as a pain reliever and anesthetic for large animals, but now, it is on the black market 
and has become a drug being sold on our streets.  Supposedly, it is being mixed with other drugs, such 
as heroin, another opioid.  The reason behind this is reportedly because addicts like stronger drugs with 
more powerful effects.  Carfentanil is definitely meeting that need, and unfortunately much more.  It 
has been in the news, and labeled as an “elephant tranquilizer.”  It has been linked to 19 deaths in 
Michigan.  It is reported to now being available in Ohio, as well, and that is hitting close to our home 
state. 
 
Carfentanil is said to be 100 times more potent than fentanyl  and 10,000 times more powerful than 
morphine.  There is no known antidote.  One of the sayings associated with the drug by law 
enforcement officials is; “You can die, before you get high.”   
 
A few major points need to be stressed: 
 
This bears repeating from my fist article dealing with opioids:  If you are injured and have to take 
prescription pain killers in the opioid category, be careful.  Take them only when you need them.  They 
serve a purpose to relieve your pain and allow you to heal/function with some comfort provided, but 
they are overly used and abused.  Take the absolute minimum needed, and quickly switch to over-the-
counter medications as soon as possible.  Some degree of discomfort on the front end is preferable to 
the consequences of abuse/addiction on the back end.  Please remember:  From the time of the original 
injury until the last day of rehab, most likely, you will never be completely pain free.   That just comes 
with time and getting back to your normal routine. Opioids are simply used to take the edge off the pain 
to make it tolerable. 
 
Never, ever take someone’s else’s pain medication. 
 



Lastly, most likely, you will not be approached by a drug dealer, but you never know what can happen in 
this world.  Also,  you never know what you are buying on the street.  The content in this article should 
make you very aware of that fact.  Prescription drugs are sold in the pharmacy for a reason.  Here, there 
are stringent regulatory safeguards in place created to protect you.  No such protection is offered 
concerning drugs sold by criminals on the street.  They could contain anything.  Now, this may include 
Carfentanil.  Nineteen people in Michigan found out the hard way and had no chance of 
survival.  Unfortunately, this drug which was originally manufactured for use in large animals has now 
reached the streets and is available for human consumption.  For a significant number of people, taking 
an illicit drug which contained carfentanil was their last bad choice. 
 
Be smart. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dr. Steve 
 


